
“Supporting local charities & 
community groups”

Bedfordshire and Luton 

Community Foundation



What is a Community Foundation?

▪Registered charity raising funds to give to local community 

groups 

▪Part of a national network

▪Manage a number of flow-through funds on behalf of our 

supporters/donors

▪Offer advice and support to applicants to aid capacity building



About BLCF

▪Established in 2001

▪Provide approx. £1.2million a year in grants across the county 

and neighbouring areas

▪Based in Cardington, Bedfordshire

▪Dedicated and knowledgeable team

Since 2001 BLCF have provided nearly 

£6.3million in grants



Supporters/Donors

We manage a number of funds with the support of the following 
organisations:



Funds available (1)
Panacea Charitable Trust- grants up to £5,000
• Mental Health
• Supporting those in poverty
• Working with people with physical disabilities.
• Grants may also be awarded to projects that address issues of sickness or education

Comic Relief- Grants up to £3,000 towards Core Costs
*only open to charities/community groups with an income of £100K or less
• Connected communities
• Productive communities
• Empowered communities
Deadline for applications 2nd Feb 2018

BLCF general fund – up to £1,000
• For smaller grant applications 
• Covers the whole county
Fund currently closed but should open later this year.



Funds available (2)
Building a Stronger Britain (BSBT)- up to £50,000
• Fewer people holding attitudes, beliefs and feelings that oppose shared values.
• An increased sense of belonging and civic participation at a local level.
• More resilient communities.
Grants OR In-kind support available
Deadline for applications is 16th Feb 2018

Youth Social Action- grants up to £5,000

• 6 key principles 
• Part of the #iwill campaign 
• Open to all organisations working in Bedfordshire
Next deadline 2nd February- future dates tbc

Mark West fund- grants up to £5,000

• Supporting women and girls to achieve their full potential, to address issues of 
inequality.

Fund opening soon- early March tbc



Interested in applying?

✓Check you meet the criteria for the fund

✓Read the guidance notes

✓Check if any necessary match funding required 

✓Follow the link to start the online application

✓Submit the application, along with any relevant supporting 

documents



Visit our website

www.blcf.org.uk

Follow us on social media: 
(Search @bedlutcf)

http://www.blcf.org.uk/


New Website



Luton Churches Education Trust 
Self Harm Project

www.blcf.org.uk



BLCF Grants + 
Vital Signs
Research and social data about Bedfordshire

Small Charities Forum

Established to support small charities & 
community groups in Bedfordshire.  

Funders Network  
Re-establishing network to bring grant-makers together



Any 
Questions?


